
Welcome to an update on the Enders family news and happenings. This year we have the family reunion in 
Stanhope on Sunday the 27th of April at the Stanhope Senior Citizens Club. The change of venue is due to the 
Memorial Hall being required by the RSL, who are holding their ANZAC day service at  2pm on the same day 
as our reunion. The Senior Citizens Club is only a few hundred metres from the Hall and opposite the Police 
Station in Birdwood Ave. The 2011 Reunion in Trentham was a great success with 83 family members 
attending. Our Reunions are currently held every (3) years and alternate between Trentham and Stanhope. 
This year on August  9th, marks 100 years since the founder of our Australia branch of the Enders Family, 
Jeremiah Benjamin Enders (known as Yankee Tom) passed away. His wife Martha preceded him on August 25th 
the previous year in 1913.

2011 Reunion Review – Associat ion 
President Adrian Wilson opened the reunion and 
welcomed the 83 family members present. It was 
also heartening to see so many children present  and 
the piñata and Easter Egg hunt proved very popular 
and great  entertainment for both adults and 
children. Winners of the Enders trivia competition 
were Lily & Matilda Van Berkel. At  the Reunion 
business meeting apologies were read and a list  of 
family members that  had passed away since the last 
reunion were read and acknowledged by those 
present (see later). Reunion Prizes were awarded at 
the conclusion of the meeting – see below

Following the meeting we gathered inside the hall 
to our reunion photo (above) as it had become a bit 
cool outside. After the photo many of the reunion 
participants drove up to the Trentham Cemetery, 
where Bruce Wright* of Nowra conducted a 
memorial service at the Enders gravesite (J.B & M 
Enders plus daughters Sarah & Annie). Jean 
Mathieson the only remaining grandchild of Yankee 
Tom and Martha Enders, laid a wreath on the grave.

Reunion Prizes – Oldest present was Lorraine 
Ridoutt  (93) of Mt Eliza. The Youngest was Brae 
Schofield (8mths) of Melton. Longest married 
couple was awarded to Joan & Bruce Rutherford of 

Surrey Hills Vic, who had recently celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary. The most recently 
married couple were Danielle & Allan Schofield 
(Feb 2007) of Melton and the Farthest travelled – 
*Bruce and Bev Wright of Nowra NSW. *It is with 
deep regret  that Bruce passed away on Dec 2nd 2011 
after a short illness. Bruce had also performed the 
memorial service at the 2005 Trentham reunion.

Memorial Roll – 2011 Reunion

The following family members that had passed 
away since the 2008 reunion were as follows:

Joan Elliott Watson of Elwood– March 28th 2008
Mary Therese Sprunt of Mooroopna – May 9th 2008
Mary Elsie Bradley of Echuca (nee Brown)– Jan 11th 
2009
James Enders Wilson of South Caulfield – Jan 13th 
2009
Jean Lillian Mack (nee Brown) of North Balwyn – 
March 13th 2009
Elwin Marjorie Brenda Denny (nee McAllister) of 
Finley – June 16th 2009
Gene C Enders of Mechanicsburg PA U.S.A – Past 
President  of the Enders Family Association U.S.A - 
September 3rd 2009.
Allan Colin Keith (Robbie) McAllister of Finley - 
October 15th 2009
John Henderson Robins of Maryborough – Jan 6th 
2010
Ida Lillian (Sue) Campbell (nee Sprunt) of Buderim 
Qld – Feb 8th 2010
Lawrence William (Bill) Enders of Kialla, former 
President  of the Enders Family Association Australia 
– October 18th 2010

Enders Bridge Update  – Since the last 
reunion we have had a number of working bees at 
the bridge to clean up the undergrowth and trees 
near the bridge, but  primarily to repaint the bridge. 
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The bridge had not been repainted since it’s 
restoration in 2000 and has now been returned to its 
original colour of “Dark Indian Red”.

We could always do with some more willing hands 
when it comes to clearing up around the bridge, so 
if you think you can assist  contact the Assoc 
Secretary.

Facebook
We now have an Enders Family History Group on 
Facebook.. Quite a few old family photos have 
been uploaded and you can also ask questions about 
our family history and upload your own family 
photos. If you would like to join simply search the 
title and request  to join. We currently have 70 
members. 

Goldfields History
A recent  search on the net  revealed a very 
interesting find and our first record of J.B Enders 
on the goldfields at Fryers Creek (Castlemaine). 
This information is from the Melbourne Argus and 
was contained in a record of the “Castlemaine 
Criminal Session” dated Feb 20th 1856 as follows:
Robert Douglas was charged with stealing gold and 
a weight from the store of Mr Enders, Fryers Creek. 
Prisoner sold some gold and bought some stores, 
which he put in a bag. He saw the weight with some 
six or eight ounces of gold stuck in the bottom of it. 
Enders then alone, and ten or twelve people there 
to be served, when his wife came to assist. He then 
saw the draw was open, the weight and gold gone. 
Prisoner had been standing near, but removed. 
Witness then said, “some one has stolen my gold”, 
and shut the doors till the police came to search. 
His wife took up the prisoner’s bag, when the 
weight with some gold rolled out. The rest of the 
gold was found about the store on the ground and 

some in the bag. S Vincent said the prisoner could 
have taken it from the manner in which he was 
standing, and if he did not take it must have seen 
who did. Prisoner seemed an educated man, and 
cross- examined the witness.
Guilty. Two years on the roads.
A second reference to J.B (Yankee Tom) on the 
goldfields was also found, possibly an earlier 
reference to above article dated Oct 4 as follows:

Five Pounds Reward – Stolen or strayed, from 
Windlass Hill, Fryers Creek, a Bay Horse 8 years 
old, branded J A off shoulder, H near shoulder. 
Whoever restores the horse will receive 5 pounds: 
or upon conviction of the offender or offenders, 10 
pound. Jeremiah B Enders.
A further search of court  records may reveal the 
exact  location of the Store run by Yankee Tom. It 
would also appear that his store was a structure at 
this stage and may even be in some early photos of 
the Fryers Creek diggings if we can locate it.

Searching for Photo – We are also currently 
searching for a wedding photo (if one exists) of 
Martha Enders marriage to David Watson in 1880. 
We have been able to obtain copies of all the other 
children of J.B & Martha Enders children’s 
wedding photos and it is strange that one hasn’t 
surfaced by now, since Martha was the first  of their 
children to marry. If you have an old wedding 
photo that you think may be them, please email or 
send to Gary Enders. This is what  they would have 
looked like at the time: see next column.

Family Tree Updates
Please remember to send any, births, deaths or 
marriages to update the family tree to Gary Enders 
either by post or Email.
If you have an email address and have not  already 
provided this to the Assoc Secretary, it  would be 
greatly appreciated if you could. This will enable 
more rapid and frequent communication on family 
happenings i.e. working bees, newsletters and get-

Martha Ann Enders m David Watson on Oct 28th 1880 at 
Trentham. Possibly at “Musk Dell”.



togethers and reunion invitations. Copies of any old 
family photos are also welcome via email extend 
our family history collection or even not so old!
endersg@pipeline.com.au

Memberships
A reminder that those who wish to support  the 
Enders Family Association through tri-annual 
membership, that  renewals are now due to coincide 
with the reunion. Membership is $5 per 3 years or 
$25 for life membership of the Assoc. Payments 
and/or donations toward the funding our reunions 
and bridge maintenance can be sent to the Assoc 
Secretary – Gary Enders 21 Culbin Ave Belmont.

2014 Reunion Memorial List
It is was regret that  we advise of the following 
cousins have passed away recently.

Eric Bruce Wright (Bruce) died 2/12/2011 in Nowra 
Thelma Mary Enders (wife of David John Enders) 
died 13/11/2012
Edith Evelyn Gamble (nee Martin) died 26/1/2013 in 
Melb 
Stephen L Enders died 27/02/2103 in El Paso Texas 
USA
Donald James Chaplin  (Husband of Betty Chaplin 
(nee Thompson) died 31/3/2013 in Deniliquin
Wendy Dorothea Laing (nee Murnane) died 
21/08/2013 in Melbourne
Bruce Alexander Enders died 30/10/2013 at  Wagga 
NSW
Barbara Ann Ball (nee Bell) died on 15/1/2014 in 
Adelaide 

Some additions to the Enders family to finish on a 
more positive note:

Toby Philp Enders Grant was born on the 26/2/2012 
to Kirrilee Enders and Malcolm Grant  at  Traralgon 
West.
A daughter to Rebecca Close & Kane Fleming - 
Stephanie Ruth Fleming born. 25 July 2012
Levi Rutherford Burnett  b 21/12/2012 to Brownyn 
Close & Simon Burnett.
Pippa June Robinson was born to Kathryn Frith and 
Shaun Robinson on 25-05-2013 in NZL
To Sarah Docking & Adrian Way, a little girl, Ruby 
Vienna Way, born at Wodonga 27/8/13. 

Jim and Sandra Brown welcomed their first  great 
grandchild, Grace Narrissa Gorringe on the 
02/09/2013, and a daughter for Narrissa Brown.
Amelia Grace Close b. 18 Oct 2013 to Nyreeda & 
Bradley Close.
Vivienne Cabot was born to Mellissa Anictomatis in 
December 2013.


